3

DATES to REMEMBER
Friday 13th March
Sports Day
Tuesday 17th March
Athletics Trial Day
Friday 20th March
Harmony Day
Monday 23rd March
Yr 6 & 7 Aquatics
&
NAPLAN Practice Test
Monday 31st March
Late Night Interviews
Thursday 2nd April
SAPSASA Athletics
Thursday 9th APRIL
Last day of term 1

EARLY DISMISSAL 2pm
Friday EVEN weeks
ASSEMBLY 2pm

POP THIS INFORMATION
ON YOUR FRIDGE FOR
EASY ACCESS

SCHOOL DRESS CODE REMINDER
Children attending Para Hills West Primary School are required to
follow the Dress Code. The school colours are navy blue and white.
The preferred navy & white uniform can be purchased / ordered
through the front office.
Summer: Navy blue shorts / skorts; navy blue / white polo shirt;
blue/white check dress; navy blue windcheater.
Winter: Navy blue track pants; jeans; skirt; navy blue windcheater;
navy or white skivvy or polo shirt. Students wear a navy ‘Sun Smart’
bucket hat or navy blue beanie during recess, lunch and out-door
activities.
Students should wear at all times, clothing that they can manage
themselves; that is comfortable; allows freedom of movement; and is
suitable for daily fitness and physical education activities.
Sun Smart clothing is essential —singlet tops, tank tops, brief shorts
and thongs are NOT suitable. Closed shoes are encouraged for
student safety.
Year 7's The year 7 students are given the opportunity each year to
order a specific top either a rugby top and/or polo shirt using a
student agreed design incorporating blue and white.
School Captains
School captains are able to wear a school
captain polo shirt with their house colour incorporated in the school
dress code colours.
LOST PROPERTY: Please clearly label all clothing, property and
hats with your child’s name.
Have you heard abour our Rag Tags???? Come and speak to
someone in our front office who can explain more!

Balkara Road, Para Hills West, South Australia
Tel: 8258 2216
Fax: 8281 5837
Email: dl.1045.info@schools.sa.edu.au

Values Awards
Term 1 Week 6
Andrej J
Emily J
Krupa R
Emma P
Arash Y
Charles F
Mrugesh St
Robbie C
Asher O
Muhammad M
Sahiba R
Ariela N
Mehdi A
Calyx M
Jade K
Sajjad N
William D
Alex J
Crystal M
Kayleb M
Kohda M
Shay-lee D
Ashlyn M
Sajjad N
Isabella B
Jarred W
Nadege U

10
10
10
2
15
15
15
15
4
10
13
19
19
8
8
8
2
4
4
4
4
4
8
8
10
10
13

Respect
Respect
Respect
Integrity
Integrity
Integrity
Integrity
Integrity
Belonging
Belonging
Belonging
Belonging
Belonging
Achievement (Japanese)
Achievement (Japanese)
Achievement (Japanese)
Achievement
Achievement
Achievement
Achievement
Achievement
Achievement
Achievement
Achievement
Achievement
Achievement
Achievement

SURVEY OF WELLBEING AND STUDENT ENGAGEMENT COLLECTION 2020
This year, our Years 4 – 7 students will be participating in a student wellbeing and engagement survey. The
survey will help us to to learn more about the lives of school children. The survey is being run by the
Department for Education and will provide us with an understanding about each student’s life and the lives of
school children in general.
The survey will ask students questions about how they think and feel about things in their life and about what
they like to do. The students’ responses are very important and will help to improve programs for children in
Years 4 – 7.
The student’s responses are kept confidential and will not be shared with teachers, parents or other students.
Don’t worry, this survey is not a test! There are no right or wrong answers. Some people think or feel one
thing and other people think or feel something else. We want to know what you think and how you feel.
The survey will be conducted online and will occur later this term.

NAPLAN EQUATING STUDY
Our school has been selected by the Australian Curriculum, Assessment and Reporting Authority (ACARA)
to participate in this year’s NAPLAN 2020 Equating Study.
The NAPLAN 2020 Equating Study is being held in approximately 420 schools across Australia between
Monday 27 April to Friday 8 May.
The equating tests have occurred each year since 2009. Each year a small number of schools participate.
Schools are carefully selected to ensure a diverse range of student backgrounds and abilities are
represented. The purpose of the Equating Study is to enable the results for the NAPLAN tests to be reported
on the same NAPLAN measurement scales from one year to the next.
ACARA appreciates the participation of your child in the Equating Study. Your child’s involvement and the
results from this study will help ACARA ensure that parents, teachers and schools can rely on NAPLAN
results and be confident that the information is valid and comparable.
Please be assured the equating test is about ensuring NAPLAN results can be reported comparably, not
about testing your child. Your child’s results are not reported.
The study will involve selected year 3, 5 and 7 students and will focus on one aspect of NAPLAN. Our school
will be conducting the Reading component of the NAPLAN test. A notice will come home for those students
who have been selected by ACARA.

WORM FARM FUN
Our school has kindly received a complete Worm Farm Café from one of the families at our school. We
would like to thank Sacha Pech and Brenton Walker along with Lachlan and Hannah who donated the
entire worm farm café to our school. Room 13 have set up the worm farm and are monitoring it each day.

Worms, Worms, Worms!!!!!! Why worms????
Room 13 were lucky enough to be in charge of setting up a donated worm farm.
Setting up was easy, place legs in the holes and click. Stack the trays in order so that the Verm castings are
caught in the bottom tray which has a raised section to guide liquid to the tap.
Next came the soil and the worms. WOW, what wrigglers they are, we held them and observed their
behaviour.
Next, we needed to find out what to feed them. Did you know that worms can eat egg shells! Worms also eat
food scraps and dead plant matter. We do need to keep an eye on the pH level and the temperature of the
farm.
What is pH?
It is analysing the soil and determining whether it is too acidic or alkaline, 7 is just right for worms to live.
What is a worm?
A worm is an elongated, soft-bodied invertebrate animal. The best-known is the earthworm.
Worms do not have arms, legs or bones, instead, they have a soft, often segmented body which is covered a
tiny hairs or bristles that help them move along. Worms breathe through their skin and so it must be kept
moist all the time to enable them to absorb the oxygen from the air.

Did you know if you have worms in your garden it is a sign
your garden is healthy? So we recommend everyone get
into worming.

Monitors from Room 13, use the Verm castings for our
vegetable beds, just watch our veggies grow!!!!!!!

ROOM 15 – If I Had Wings……..

Classroom news
Welcome back to Para Hills West for the new school year. It’s hard to believe
we are in Week 7 already! We extend a special welcome to all families that are
new to our school, particularly the families of our brand new Reception
students.
Room 19 is our Reception/Year 1/Year 2 class with a Montessori focus.
Ms Cavallaro has been spending time introducing the Montessori materials to
the new Reception students, including many practical life activities like
pouring, grating, and scooping, as well as introducing the beginning maths and
language materials.
Ms Cav also told students the history of Dr. Maria Montessori and the
philosophy of her original “Casa dei Bambini” (Children’s House), which was
inaugurated on 6 January 1907 in San Lorenzo, Rome, Italy. Through Dr.
Montessori’s observations and work with these children she discovered their
astonishing, almost effortless ability to learn. This simple but profound truth
formed the cornerstone of her lifelong pursuit of education.

Sandpaper numbers and counters – children
can see the difference between odd and even
numbers.

The addition strip board

Practical life – chopping wooden fruit,
and winding nuts and bolts.

Spotlight on… The Pink Tower
Part of the sensorial area, the Pink Tower is comprised of 10 pink wooden
cubes, the smallest being 1cm cubed, and the largest 10cm cubed.
The Pink Tower has multiple purposes. Firstly, the Pink Tower helps a child build
a concept of size in three dimensions. This includes working on visual
perception, and awareness of dimension, both leading to an understanding of
size in the environment.
The Pink Tower also helps develop a child’s fine motor co-ordination. Using this
material helps to work on the perfection of hand movements, and the coordination of movement.
Finally, the Pink Tower is a Montessori material which helps prepare children
for abstract mathematical concepts in later school years, such as spatial volume
and square cube numbers.
The Pink Tower is a perfect example of how Montessori materials require children to use multiple senses all at once.

Other important news





Keep an eye out for tax invoices that will shortly be sent out to families who nominated a Montessori
education for their child/ren this year. The amount is a voluntary donation, however, your continued support
enables us to maintain a Montessori focus in those classrooms. The donation is also fully tax deductible.
The school plans to celebrate the anniversary of Maria Montessori’s birthday on the 31st of August. It is a
special birthday this year – 150 years! Stay tuned for further details later in the year.
The NMC is next due to meet on Tuesday the 17th of March at 5:00 pm at the school. If you would like to be
involved, please come along! Parents, grandparents, family or community members - new faces are most
welcome.

Premier’s Reading Challenge
Students are reading lots of books and a few have already
completed the Reading Challenge. Keep on reading and
recording the books that you read and the author.
Reading books together with your child is a very
rewarding experience for both of you.

Please encourage students to read and record.

Congratulations to those amazing students who have finished the challenge already!!
Room 1A

Room 4

Room 8

Ali Haider (1st person finished)
Sylvia Tsorakos

Adrien Colliver

Elloise Dastagir (1st girl finished)
Anastasia Tsorakos

Keep on reading and place completed forms in the box in the Library.
Mrs. McNamara.

BOOK SWAP

Just a reminder that our Book Swap is open
on odd weeks - Thursday morning from
8:35 to 8:50 in the Library.
Bring your pre-read books from home and
swap them for some different books.
NO COST.
Remember the book must be in good
condition. Only children’s books will be
accepted and no colouring or activity books.

COMMUNITY
NEWS

